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TO  THE 


Qoole  T^uraZ  district  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1909. 

BIRTHS  & BIRTH  RATE. 

199  were  registered  corresponding  to  a birth  rate  of  25‘4.  This 
is  the  lowest  recorded  for  this  district,  and  is  2 per  thousand  below 
the  average.  It  is  slightly  below  the  birth  rate  for  the  rural  districts 
of  England  and  Wales  which  in  1909  was  25‘6. 

The  birth  rates  in  the  Sub-districts  were — Snaith  26‘8;  Swine- 
fleet  20‘7  ; Goole  Rural  29*8. 

DEATHS  & DEATH  RATE. 

12G  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  took  place  giving 
a rate  of  16' 1 per  thousand.  This,  although  below  the  average,  is 
high  for  a rural  district,  being  1*6  above  the  rate  recorded  in  1909 
for  the  rural  portions  of  England  and  Whiles. 

Twenty-four  deaths  were  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  half  the 
number  being  due  to  wasting  diseases ; no  death  was  recorded  from 
the  common  infectious  diseases.  The  infantile  mortality  (rate  per 
1000  births)  was  120.  Seventeen  were  legitimate  infants,  which  with 
184  legitimate  births  give  an  infantile  mortality  of  92.  Fifteen 
illegitimate  births  and  7 deaths  were  recorded.  The  infantile 
mortality  amongst  these  being  460. 

The  death  rates  in  the  Sub-districts  were — Snaith  15*5 ; Swine- 
fleet  16*4;  and  Goole  Rural  17  6. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirty-one  notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  11  being 
scarlet  fever,  8 diphtheria,  8 erysipelas,  2 typhoid  fever,  1 puerperal 
fever,  and  1 case  of  phthisis  to  a pauper  attended  by  the  District 
Medical  Officer,  the  notification  of  phthisis  being  compulsory  in  these 
cases. 
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Below  is  given  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  1909  and  previous  years  : — - 


1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

15 

9 

14 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

3 

0 

3 

Diphtheria 

8 

1 

0 

13 

Number  of  Cases  removed 
to  Isolation  Hospital 

5 

11 

5 

11 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  one  house  at  Whitgift  and 
three  in  another  family  at  Reedness,  the  second  child  in  each 
instance  being  attacked  within  a few  days  of  the  first  case.  The 
remaining  six  were  isolated  cases  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  All 
were  treated  at  their  own  homes. 

The  eight  children  who  suffered  from  diphtheria  were  all  isolated 
cases  occurring  at  different  times  during  the  year.  One  child  came 
into  the  district  on  December  24th,  and  was  taken  ill  the  following 
day  ; others  in  her  class  at  school  had  recently  had  the  complaint. 
Five  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  two  notifications  of  typhoid  fever  were  father  and  daughter 
in  a house  at  Swinefleet. 

The  former  probably  contracted  the  complaint  outside  the  rural 
district  where  he  worked.  He  was  treated  at  home.  The  child 
commenced  a month  later. 

Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  Pollington,  I recommended 
closure  of  the  school  from  March  23rd  to  April  12th. 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Goole  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  is  almost  complete  and  should  be  ready  for  occupation  in 
the  course  of  a few  weeks.  It  provides  for  the  isolation  of  three 
diseases  at  one  time  and  has  accommodation  for  28  patients. 

HOUSING. 

In  February  I reported  upon  three  cottages  which  were  unfit 
for  habitation.  One  at  The  Barracks,  Goole  Fields,  was  not  capable 
of  being  made  habitable  and  a closing  order  was  made  by  the  Justices 
in  March.  The  adjoining  cottage  had  been  closed  voluntarily  in 
January  after  notice  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

A house  in  Taylor’s  Yard,  Swinefleet,  and  one  at  Reedness  were 
closed  voluntarily  after  notice.  They  were  in  a dilapidated  condition 
with  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  water  supply. 

In  May  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  two  cottages 
on  River  Bank,  Rawcliffe,  one  of  which  was  extremely  damp  and 
dilapidated  and  not  worth  repair.  This  was  closed  at  once.  The 
other  cottage  has  been  made  habitable, 
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Two  houses  near  Rawcliffe  Station  were  dilapidated  and  damp, 
with  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  water  supply.  I reported 
in  June  that  they  were  unfit  for  habitation.  Action  was  taken  and 
the  owner  closed  voluntarily. 

At  East  Cowick  a damp  and  dilapidated  old  cottage  upon  which 
I reported  in  October  has  been  repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation. 
In  November  a notice  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  was  served  upon  the  owner  of  two  houses  in  Pinfold  Lane, 
Pollington,  which  were  found  to  be  damp  and  dilapidated  with  in- 
sufficient drainage.  Notice  had  previously  been  served  to  remove 
pigeons,  of  which  a large  number  were  kept  by  the  owner  in  the  top 
storey  of  these  houses,  and  were  the  cause  of  considerable  nuisance 
to  the  occupiers. 

An  order  was  made  by  the  Snaith  Justices  for  the  closing  of 
both  houses. 

A case  of  overcrowding  in  a house  at  East  Cowick  has  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  on  several  occasions  and 
notices  served  to  abate  the  nuisance,  As  there  was  reason  to  sup- 
pose the  matter  was  not  remedied,  I visited  the  house. at  midnight 
on  September  4th,  with  the  inspector  of  police  and  a constable.  It 
is  a cottage  with  one  bedroom  sufficiently  large  for  three  persons. 
In  it  were  sleeping  the  mother,  two  daughters  aged  twenty  and 
thirteen,  a son  aged  fifteen,  and  two  grandchildren  aged  four  and  two. 

The  mother  was  summoned  at  Snaith  and  the  case  adjourned 
for  the  two  eldest  children  to  he  sent  to  the  workhouse.  They  are 
incapable  of  earning  their  living,  owing  to  mental  deficiency.  The 
nuisance  has  in  this  way  been  abated. 

There  are  at  present  eleven  slaughter  houses  in  use  in  the 
district,  ten  having  concrete  floors  in  good  condition.  In  one  case 
the  slaughter  hoase  which  is  also  used  as  the  butcher’s  shop  is  very 
faulty  owing  to  had  floor  and  defective  drainage.  Notice  has  been 
served  on  the  owner  to  remedy. 

In  two  instances  the  gully  is  inside.  The  inner  surfaces  of  the 
walls  are  not  as  a rule  cemented  hut  several  are  treated  with  pitch 
and  tar  for  a certain  height. 

They  are  kept  in  fairly  good  condition  and  generally  the  refuse 
has  been  disposed  of  in  satisfactory  manner. 

Systematic  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  is  not  usually 
made. 

Each  year  I have  reported  upon  the  bad  condition  of  the  water 
supply  in  several  parishes  in  the  district. 

With  the  exception  of  Airmyn,  which  is  supplied  from  a bore- 
hole in  the  red  sand  stone,  and  Pollington  with  a main  from  the 
Goole  waterworks,  all  the  villages  are  dependent  on  wells  or  tanks 
most  of  which  are  either  contaminated  or  liable  to  contamination, 


6 


Early  in  11)07  plans  and  specifications  were  made  for  laying 
water  mains  in  Snaith.  Owing  to  opposition  to  the  scheme  by  the 
Parish  Council  the  work  was  not  carried  out. 


In  May  the  \\  est  Hiding  County  Council  made  complaint  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  Snaith  had  not  been  provided 
with  a supply  ot  water.  The  District  Council  then  served  notice 
upon  owners  ol  property  to  obtain  a wholesome  supply  for  their 
houses.  Beyond  an  attempt  to  clean  out  a few  of  the  wells  nothing 
has  been  done. 

At  Bawcliffe  Bridge  and  Hook  the  same  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tions remain. 


In  previous  annual  reports  I have  mentioned  the  great  scarcity 
of  water  in  Swinelleet  during  summer  months,  the  people  being 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  rain  water  for  their  supply.  Unfortun- 
ately the  Gooie  Urban  Council  are  not  prepared  to  supply  water  to 
the  .Rural  Council  for  this  village. 

As  a result  ol  house  to  house  inspection  made  with  the  sanitary 
inspector  in  the  parishes  oi  Pollington,  Gowdall,  Airmyn  and  Swine- 
ibet,  many  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  Dilapidated 
sanitary  conveniences  have  been  remedied,  cesspools  converted  into 
inspection  chambers  and  other  causes  of  nuisance  abated. 

At  Bawcliffe  Bridge  a good  deal  has  also  been  done.  Consider- 
able nuisance  existed  here  from  the  keeping  of  pigs  in  too  close 
proximity  to  dwelling-houses.  After  some  difficulty  these  have  been 
removed. 

The  scavenging  at  Snaith  is  still  the  cause  of  complaints.  It  is 
performed  by  a contractor  for  the  District  Council. 

Twenty  inspections  have  been  made  to  the  workshops  and 
workplaces  in  the  district.  Two  are  bakehouses  and  are  kept  in 
clean  and  wholesome  condition.  The  other  workshops  are  chiefly 
small  dressmaking  or  shoemaking  establishments.  Their  sanitary 
state  is  satisfactory.  No  known  outworkers  are  employed. 

Details  of  Sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  appear  in 
the  inspector’s  report. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


BERNARD  STEDMAN, 

M.D.  (Bond),,  D.P.H.  (Camb)., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NUISANCES  ABATED,  &c., 

DURING  1909. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  741 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  120 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  113 

House  Drains  examined  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  45 

Sinks  Disconnected  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cesspools  Removed  and  Gulleys  substituted  ...  7 

Old  Privies  and  Ashpits  Reconstructed  ...  ...  2 

New  Privies  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  Cleansed  and  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  18 

New  Houses  and  other  Buildings  ...  ...  13 

Lodging  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter  Houses  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  ...  11 

Wells  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Inspected  ...  ...  G5 

Village  Water  Courses  Cleansed  ...  ...  64-  miles 

ROBERT  PLEWES, 

Inspector. 
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Isolation  Hospital  at  Goole  provided  by  the  Goole  Urban  Council. 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1909,  IN 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 
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